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The Villages Amateur Radio Club Minutes for June 2017 
 
These minutes are the board-approved record of The Villages Amateur Radio Club’s 
(TVARC) expenditures of club funds, property transactions, contractual agreements and 
proceedings involving membership votes since the last General Membership meeting.  
The club’s current property inventory, financial report and roster can be found on the 
club’s website. 
 

June 1, 2017 Board Meeting [minutes approved & published separately] 

See separately published minutes for this board meeting on club’s website. 
 
Tony Hackenberg (N8SK), Secretary  
 

June 15, 2017 General Membership Meeting 
 
Socialization Hour.  Before the business meeting, attendees enjoyed socializing, 
snacking, haggling at the swap tables, and engaging in an informal “Elmer Hour.”  Many 
attendees swarmed the 3-D printer’s setup; while a few pre-built some AM radio kits (as 
contingencies for the upcoming Camp Villages Amateur Radio event). 
 
Call to Order.  Earle Hancock (President) called the general membership meeting to 
order at 6:46 p.m. EDT.  This meeting was held at the Eisenhower Rec. Ctr., in The 
Villages, Florida. 
 
Attendance.  Thirty-nine (39) of 201 total members signed-in as being present for the 
meeting. Thus, there was not a quorum (25%=51) to conduct business.  Officers 
present:  President Earle Hancock (KM4ISN), Vice-President Rich Erlichman (ND4G), 
Secretary Tony Hackenberg (N8SK), and Treasurer Pete Stafford (K2PS). 
 
Pledge of Allegiance & Agenda.  After the Pledge of Allegiance, Earle presented 
tonight’s agenda and conducted the meeting. 
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Visitors/New Members/Celebrations.  Earle asked visitors and new members to 

introduce themselves.  Two visitors introduced themselves: Hugh Czerwonky (K8UB 

from Westerville, OH) & Joe Kennedy (member of the 3-D printing initiative group).  At 

least one new member introduced himself: Buck Williams (from Village of Duval, 

originally from Georgia). In addition, these people also introduced themselves: Mike 

Cameroda (General Motors retiree from Michigan & Korean War veteran) & Bill Roberts 

(from Village of Bridgeport at Lake Sumter, 3-D printing club member & HO scale model 

railroader).  Earle next asked if anybody was celebrating a birthday, anniversary, or 

other celebratory event this month.  In response, we shared slices of a “virtual” birthday 

cake with Hugh Czerwonky (K8UB, 78th on June 14th), Bruce Cook (KM4CRY, 65th), 

Bob Hagan (WW8USA, 89th) & Wayne Brown (N4FP, re-celebrating his “Jack Benny” 

39th).  The virtual leftovers of wedding cake tops were pulled out of the freezer to 

celebrate these wedding anniversaries: Marty/WB2VYK & Wayne Brown/N4FP (52nd), 

Jeanette/NP2C & John Ellis/NP2B (40th) and Rich Erlichman/ND4G & his wife (36th). 

President’s Report.  Still presiding over the meeting, Earle continued with his 

President’s report: 

Special Events Coordinator.  Still seeking a volunteer for this position; so, 
contact Earle or sign-up on the clipboard.  [Secretary’s addendum: Nobody 
signed-up on the clipboard.] 
Chairs Needed for 1 Event.  Earle appealed for a volunteer to chair the club’s 
Radio on the Square event (Nov. 25).  [Secretary’s addendum: Nobody signed-
up on the clipboard.] 

 
Vice-President’s Report.  Nothing to report by Rich (ND4G). 
 
Program Coordinator’s Report.  On Rich’s (ND4G) behalf, Earle reported that 
tonight’s program will be on “3-D Printing” by Janalyn Peppel.  Looking further out, Earle 
noted that July’s program will feature the “Montserrat 2017 DXpedition” plus a wrap-up 
of “Field Day 2017” both by George Briggs (K2DM).  Rich still needs a volunteer to 
present in August.  Gazing further out in Rich’s crystal ball, Earle noted that 
September’s program will feature a presentation on “Collins Radio History & Art Collins’ 
by Russ Sutton (W3MY).  Rich is also looking for volunteers to present in October, 
November, January, February & March.  Earle encouraged members to contact Rich to 
volunteer to present programs at future club meetings. [Secretary’s addendum: No 
clipboard for presenters was passed at tonight’s meeting.]  Earle reminded us about the 
perk (club’s logo mug) to encourage more people to volunteer to present programs. 
 
Secretary’s Report.  Tony (N8SK) gave the Secretary’s report.  He reiterated that it’s 
all available on the club’s website (meeting minutes, roster, financial reports & budget).  
He processed 6 informal and no formal correspondences.  Continuing his report, Tony 
enumerated that no expenditures were authorized (but two were ratified - see 
Treasurer’s financial report) since the last club meeting.  Tony concluded by stating that 
no property transactions were authorized (or occurred) since the last club meeting. 
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Treasurer’s Report.  Pete (K2PS) provided an overview of the club’s membership list 
(available on the club’s website).  As of June 2017, this roster showed 201 members, of 
which 137 (or 68%) are also ARRL members.  Continuing his report, Pete highlighted 
the club’s May 2017 financial report (also available on the club’s website). 
 
Education Coordinators’ Reports.  Ron Adcock (KK4YCW; club’s Educational 
Coordinator for Technician Class) presented the following education news: the next, 
club-sponsored, Technician licensing class will be held on September 9, 16 & 23 (with a 
corresponding licensing examination on Oct. 7) at the Eisenhower Recreation Center, in 
The Villages, FL.  People can enroll via the club’s website or sign-up on the clipboard 
[Secretary’s addendum: 1 person enrolled on tonight’s clipboard sheet.] 
Ron needs instructors, who can volunteer by contacting him or signing-up on the 
clipboard. [Secretary’s addendum: 4 people volunteered on tonight’s clipboard sheet (3 
volunteered to help teach this Technician class).] 
 
Acting as proxy for Cal Fuhrman (WA3CTZ; club’s Educational Coordinator for 
General/Extra Classes), Earle reported that the next, club-sponsored, General licensing 
class will be held on Oct. 9, 16, 23, 30, Nov. 6, 13, & 20 (with a corresponding licensing 
examination on Nov. 27).  Cal also needs instructors, who can volunteer by contacting 
him or signing-up on the clipboard. [Secretary’s addendum: Of the above (same) 4 
people who volunteered on tonight’s clipboard sheet, 3 volunteered to help teach this 
General class (as well as an Extra class).]  Cal continues to gauge the level of interest 
for a club-sponsored, Extra licensing class. 
 
VEC Report.  Rich Erlichman (ND4G; VEC/ARRL VE Liaison) reported that those 
licensing exams (on Oct. 7 & Nov. 27) are scheduled & posted on the ARRL’s website. 
 
Camp Villages 2017.  Larry Russo (K3TFU; Chair of this event) provided an update on 
the upcoming “Camp Villages – Amateur Radio 2017” event on June 22, 2017, at the 
Colony Cottage Rec. Ctr.  Larry needs 3 more volunteer-mentors (to guide the kids as 
they build their AM radio kits).  To volunteer, sign-up on tonight’s clipboard, website’s 
form, or contact Larry.  [Secretary’s addendum: 1 person signed-up to be “mentor” on 
the clipboard.] 
 
Two ham radio stations will be operating from that rec. ctr. so that the kids can 
experience ham radio (calling CQs & getting replies).  So, Larry needs 2 more 
volunteers to help with setup, operations & take down.  To volunteer as a station-helper, 
contact Larry or sign-up on tonight’s clipboard.  [Secretary’s addendum: 1 person 
signed-up on the clipboard to be a station-helper (but he had signed-up earlier).] 
 
Finally, Larry also needs 3 more volunteers who can monitor from their home QTHs for 
the kids’ CQs & then respond back to them.  Since HF band conditions are dismal, we 
need these monitors to insure the kids’ have somebody to talk to. To volunteer as a 
station-monitor, contact Larry or sign-up on tonight’s clipboard.  [Secretary’s addendum: 
2 people signed-up on the clipboard to be station-monitors (but 1 signed-up earlier).] 
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Field Day 2017.  George Briggs (K2DM; Chair of this event) presented an update on 
the preparations for Field Day 2017.  Volunteers will be needed for all phases; so, 
contact George or sign-up on the club’s website.  [Secretary’s addendum: per George’s 
request, we did not pass around a clipboard.] 
 
Other Event Chairs‘ Reports.  Nobody replied when Earle asked if there were any 
other reports by other Event Chairs. 
 
TVARC DXCC Standings.  Pete (K2PS; Activity Lead for these standings) presented 
the “June 2017 TVARC DXCC Standings,” which ranked 21 call signs based on the 
number of DXCC entities they worked from their QTHs in The Villages. These standings 
are available on the club’s website. 
 
Changing Reflectors (Maillists).  George (K2DM; Activity Lead/Reflector’s Moderator 
& Support) reported on a new project: the migration from the club’s current reflector 
(hosted by Yahoo Groups) to a new one (MailList, hosted by QSL.net via 
mailman.qth.net).  George emphasized how easy this migration is going to be because 
he’s doing all the work to migrate all reflector users to the new one. 
 
Station Committee. John Ellis (NP2B) asked members for their ideas on locations for a 
club station.  George (K2DM) suggested we use The Villages’ annual survey to 
advocate a location. 
 
Other Activity Leads‘ Reports.  No other leads replied when Earle asked if there were 
any other reports by other Activity Leads. 
 
President’s Report (continued).  Earle continued with tonight’s agenda and covered 

the announcement slides.  Earle thanked Sam Brown (KB8SB) for being tonight’s 

“cookie monster” & Marty Brown (WB2VYK) for selling tonight’s raffle tickets. 

One Drawing.  Pete announced that there would be one drawing tonight: the regular 
50/50 one.  Attendees were encouraged to go buy their raffle tickets. 
 
Adjournment.  Earle (President) adjourned tonight’s business meeting at about 7:39 
p.m. EDT. 
 
Presentation/Program.  After the business meeting, Janalyn Peppel & Bob Stille 
(KC8MLB) gave presentations on “3-D Printing.”  The members present enjoyed them 
as evidenced by their enthusiastic questions & applause.  Earle presented a club logo 
mug to Janalyn. [Secretary’s addendums: These presentations are not available for 
posting on the club’s website & we need to present Bob’s mug at the next meeting.] 
 
Raffle.  Tonight’s lucky ticket holder, Bob Hagan (WW8USA), won $25 in the 50/50 
drawing. 
 
Tony Hackenberg, N8SK, Secretary 
 


